What is in the surgeon's glove?
Three aspects of surgical hand hygiene have been studied: the attitude of the surgeon, the microbiology of glove changing during an operation, and the use of antiseptic-coated gloves together with different handwash routines. The survey revealed that the predominant factor in choice of agent for surgical hand hygiene was skin tolerance. The microbiological studies showed that 'closed' glove changing was to be preferred to 'open' changing, and that antiseptic-coated gloves further suppressed the skin flora, even after prolonged operations, compared to standard gloves.